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Transitions .

name the relationship firct, pick the word second
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What this question actually tests

e ashort passage with one blank , and four transition
words or phrases to fil it

o the stem never changes: which choice completes the
passage with the most logical fransition

® the festis the relafionship between what comes
before the blank and what comes after it, nothing else

* grammar will not decide it. All four opi'ions fit the slot
grummaﬁcully, which is exucﬂy why the wrong ones
read smoo’rhl.y

What the next part does
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Contrast Cause Continue Example

one root branching info the four relationships drawn
cide by side at the same level. Almost every blank in
this domain ic one of them
these are the fastect questions in the paper once
you stop reading the options first. The relationship
i¢ decidable from the twe centfences alone
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cover the options: what does the part
after the blank do to the part before it
it pushes back it follows from it adds more of it makec it
or turng it the came concrete
Contrast Cause or Continues Example
however, by result in addition, for example,
contract, therefore, ac moreover, for inctance,
neverthelecs, a result, cimilarly cpecifically
insfead consequently

decide the branch before you look down ot the options.
Once you know which of the four you need, three choicee
usually fall away at a glance

The four-step routine

* cover the four options with a finger or your eyes and do
not read them yet

o read the clause before the blank and say its poi ntina
few words

* read the clause affer the blank and say its poi nt the
same way

 name the relationship, then uncover the opfions and
find the word that carries it

Cover After
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Four named stops in order along one dached path with
no way back: cover the choices, read what is before
the blank, read what is after, and only then name the

relationchip
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